io                ABSTRACT: OR ANALYTIC
CHAPTER IV.
THE  SPECIES  OF  FORCE.
FORCES may be most conveniently divided according to the nature of the particles or bodies in which they initiate and accelerate aggregative motion or resist and retard separative motion. Of these, there are four principal kinds known to us or conjectured by us. The first kind is the Mass or visible aggregation of particles, which admits of mechanical separation into minor masses. The second kind is the Molecule, or ultimate mechanical unit, which does not admit of subdivision, except by resolution into its chemical components. The third kind is the Atom, or ultimate chemical unit, which does not admit of subdivision by any known means, though it may perhaps be resoluble hereafter into some simpler and more primitive units. The fourth is the Electrical Unit,1 whose nature is very inadequately known to us, but which must be considered for our present purpose as in some way
1 This conception of electrical units is provisional and purely symbolical ; but its use will bo apparent in later chapters.om one another and places tliem positions of relative freedom. In the electrolysis water the Energy of the galvanic current tears asuiic the atoms of hydrogen and oxygen from their clc
